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Certification Types 
The Rhode Island Department of Education issues several types of educator certifications including Preliminary Certifications, 

Full Certifications, and Permits. Each of these types of certifications and permits has different issuance and renewal 

requirements and each certification and permit type specifies the roles that an educator may serve in while holding a specific 

certification or permit. Applicants who have completed all Rhode Island certification requirements are eligible for Full Rhode 

Island Certification; applicants who have completed specified requirements but not all certification requirements for Full 

Certification are eligible for Preliminary Certification; and applicants who meet the requirements for Substitute Teacher or 

Athletic Coach are eligible for Permits. Each certification type and permit is described in greater detail below.   
 

Full Certification:  
A Rhode Island Full Certificate is a multi-year certificate that demonstrates the educator has met all Rhode Island requirements for 

certification and is included in the three-tier system of Rhode Island Educator certificates. A full certificate is comparable to the National 

Association of State Directors of Teacher Education and Certification (NASDTEC) Stage 3 License and is recognized by other states for 

certificate reciprocity. Educators certified in other states seeking certification in Rhode Island present a valid Stage 3 license from their state 

to attain reciprocity.     

 Initial Certification: An Initial Educator Certificate is the first level in the three-tier system of full certification.  This level of 

certification is held by all educators when they are certified for the first time in Rhode Island. An Initial Educator Certif icate is 

issued for three years and is eligible for renewal.   

 Professional Certification: A Professional Educator Certificate is the second level in the three-tier system of full certification. This 

level of certification is awarded to holders of Initial Educator Certificates once they demonstrate acceptable levels of performance 

while working under their Initial Educator Certificate. A Professional Educator Certificate is issued for five years and is eligible for 

renewal.   

 Advanced Certification: An Advanced Educator Certificate is the third and highest level in the three-tier system of full certification. 

This level of certification is held by educators who consistently demonstrate highly effective practice. An Advanced Educator 

Certificate is issued for seven years and is eligible for renewal. 

Preliminary Certification: 

 A Preliminary Educator Certificate is a one-year certificate that allows educators who are not fully certified to serve as educators of record 

while pursuing certification.  Alternate Route Preliminary, Career and Technical Education/School Nurse Teacher Preliminary, Emergency 

Preliminary, Expert Residency Preliminary, Temporary Initial Educator Preliminary, and Visiting Lecturer Preliminary are the six types of 

preliminary educator certificates.  These certificates are not “full certificates” at Stage 3 of the National Association of State Directors of 

Education and Certification (NASDTEC) certification system and do not qualify for certification in other states through reciprocity.  

 Alternate Route Preliminary Certification: An Alternate Route Preliminary Certificate is a preliminary certificate awarded to 

prospective educators who are enrolled in a Rhode Island approved alternate route preparation program and who have been 

offered a position in a district to serve as an educator of record while completing certification requirements. An Alternate 

Route Preliminary Certificate is issued for one year and is eligible for renewal.  

 Career and Technical Education/School Nurse Teacher Preliminary Certification: A Career and Technical Education/School 

Nurse Teacher Preliminary Certificate is a Preliminary Certificate awarded to prospective educators who have met specified 

requirements and who have demonstrated that they have appropriate work experience in their respective fields. These 

prospective educators can seek employment as teachers of record in employing agencies that are willing to employ them 

while the individuals pursue full certification. A Career and Technical Education/School Nurse Teacher Preliminary Certificate 

is issued for one year and is eligible for renewal. 

  Emergency Preliminary Certification: An Emergency Preliminary Certificate is a Preliminary Certificate awarded to  

      prospective educators at the request of an employing agency when a fully-certified and qualified educator who meets the  

      criteria for the position cannot be secured. An Emergency Preliminary Certificate is issued for one year and is eligible for  

      renewal. 
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 Expert Residency Preliminary Certification
1
:  An Expert Residency Preliminary Certificate is a Preliminary Certificate 

awarded to prospective educators who demonstrate sufficient preparation in subject matter, administrative expertise, or 

other certificate area specific requirements to be considered for positions as educators while pursuing certification. These 

prospective educators can seek employment as teachers of record in employing agencies that are willing to employ them 

while the individual pursues full certification. Certified educators seeking to add new certification areas may also use the 

Expert Residency Certificate as part of a route to certification in that area. An Expert Residency Preliminary Certificate is 

issued for one year and is eligible for renewal. 

 Temporary Initial Educator Preliminary Certification: A Temporary Initial Educator Certificate is a Preliminary Certificate 

awarded to prospective educators who seek certification through reciprocity and who meet all requirements for the Rhode 

Island Initial Educator Certificate except for the Rhode Island certification testing requirements, including the English 

Language Competency Test, when applicable. This certificate allows the prospective educator time to meet the Rhode 

Island certification testing requirement while working in Rhode Island public schools. The Temporary Initial Educator does 

not hold a Rhode Island Stage 3 National Association of State Directors of Teacher Education and Certification (NASDTEC) 

“full certificate” until the testing requirement is met and an Initial Educator Certificate is issued. A Temporary Initial 

Educator Preliminary Certificate is issued for one year and is not eligible for renewal. 

 Visiting Lecturer Preliminary Certification:
2
 A Visiting Lecturer Preliminary Certificate is a Preliminary Certificate awarded to 

individuals with distinctive qualifications and therefore a unique capacity to enhance educational programs in districts and who 

have been offered employment in districts.  A Visiting Lecturer Preliminary Certificate is issued for one year and is eligible for 

renewal. This certificate is not a route to full certification. 

Permits:  

A Permit is an authorization issued by the Rhode Island Department of Education that is awarded to individuals who seek to serve as 

Athletic Coaches or Substitute Teachers in Rhode Island public schools. 

     Athletic Coach Permit: An Athletic Coach Permit is a Permit that is issued to individuals who meet specified requirements to 

        serve as Athletic Coaches in Rhode Island public schools. The Athletic Coach Permit is issued for five years and is eligible for  

        renewal.  

     Substitute Teacher Permit: A Substitute Teacher Permit is a Permit that is issued to individuals who meet specified requirements  
        to serve as day-to-day substitute teachers in Rhode Island public schools. The Substitute Teacher Permit is issued for one year 
        and is eligible for renewal. The Substitute Teacher Permit is valid only for teaching areas, not administrative and support  
        professional areas.    

  

                                            
1
This certificate is not available until January 1, 2015. 

2
This certificate is not available until January 1, 2015.  


